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Lane impasse  

Concerned Carnegie parents are calling on Glen Eira 

Council to restrict car access to a narrow laneway used by 

primary school students, but the council won’t budge. 

A GROUP of concerned Carnegie parents are calling on Glen Eira Council to restrict car 

access to a laneway used by primary school students.  

Picture: KYLIE ELSE Crossing supervisor Robert with Kristen Howell with her children 

Bennie and Ollie. Alban D’Souza with his daughter Aleline and Larissa Casemento with her 

children Rocco, Jenna and Cara.  
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The laneway runs eastwest for several blocks from Koornang Rd to Tranmere Ave in 

Carnegie, but members of the Carnegie Primary School community want the section between 

Koornang Rd and Shepparson Ave closed to traffic during school hours because cars are 

using it for “rat running” between roads.  

Kristen Howell has two children at Carnegie Primary School who use the narrow laneway to 

get to school each day.  

“It’s a really narrow laneway, and kids have to really squeeze up next to the wall when cars 

come past,” Ms Howell said.  

“The visibility is also not very good when cars turn in from Koornang Rd ... the only cars 

using it are trying to avoid traffic.”  

Ms Howell is urging the council to install ‘ No Turn” signs along Koornang Rd, or restrict 

access to the laneway during school hours.  

About 30 people signed a petition to make the laneway safer, which she presented to the 

council.  

In September councillor Jim Magee sent out a letter saying access to the laneway could not 

be restricted because properties next to it could, in future, create an access point.  

“A far safer alternative would be for pedestrians to use designated footpaths and formal 

pedestrian crossing points on their journey,” Cr Magee wrote.  

Ms Howell believes it isn’t acceptable for nothing to be done.  

 

“It is not safe as things stand, especially for youngsters who often run ahead of their parents.”  
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