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1. CROWN GRANT (a.k.a. TRUST DEED)  
 

 

“to provide a site for a Race Course Public 

Recreation Ground and Public Park at 

Caulfield” 
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2. CAULFIELD AND GARDINER RACECOURSE 
 

Argus, Tuesday 7
th

 December 1858 

 

 

 

CAULFIELD AND GARDINER RACECOURSE. 

Messrs. PAYNE and MILLER attended yesterday at the Board of Land and Works as a deputation from the 

inhabitants of Caulfield and Gardiner, for the purpose of urging on the President the necessity of vesting the 

racecourse reserve in that locality in certain trustees, with a view to its good management. The racecourse had been 

already used. 

Mr. DUFFY, after inspecting the map and plan, said that the spot had certainly been reserved for a racecourse, and 

he saw no objection to its being vested in the hands of trustees. These must, however, be chosen or approved of by 

the Government. The race course was also to be available for all other purposes of public recreation. 

The deputation then withdrew. 
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3. CAULFIELD RACECOURSE TRUSTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 

 

4
th

 April,1859 
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4. FIRST RACE MEETING AT CAULFIELD 
 

“The Pastoral Review” - 15
th

 August, 1913 

 

 
 

 

Caulfield Races 

 

“Saturday, 23
rd

 April, 1859   

 

This maiden tryst took place ….” 
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5. AUSTRALASIAN SKETCHER 
 

Australian Sketcher, 8
th

 May, 1880 
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6. ARGUS – MARCH 28, 1859 RESERVE CREATED 
 

Argus, 26
th

 May, 1922 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/4639603 

 
CAULFIELD RACECOURSE 

 

EARLY HISTORY RECALLED 

 

How V.A.T.C. Was Formed. 
Long before tho Victoria Amateur Turf Club existed race meetings were held at Caulfield. The present 

course, with two additional acres which have since been alienated, was reserved "for racing and other 

purpose" . on March 28, 1859 - 63 years ago. According to the reports of turf writers in ''The Argus" ,of 

those days, the quality of the horses left a good deal to be desired. 'The candidates for one race were, 

described by a reporter as "a mixture of draught horses, cart horses, and weeds, with a preponderance of 

weeds"; while the appointments were so meagre that it was seriously suggested that the townspeople 

should subscribe towards the cost of a suit-able grand-stand. No doubt racegoers of that day would have 

been content with much less handsome structures than those which in recent years have been erected by 

the V.A.'i'.C. at a cost of  many thousands of pounds. 

 

The first trustees of the Caulfield race-course, appointed in 1830, were Messrs. J. B. Bennett, William 

Lyall. John Payne, Herbert Newton, and Thomas Miller. Messrs. George Watson and Phillip Dowling 

were appointed at a later date. The trustees acted for several years, but race meetings were held only twice 

a year, and the conditions were not conducive to good racing, the track being so neglected that it 

resembled a shallow railway cutting.  At a meeting held at Craig's Hotel, Ballarat, on October 13, 1875, 

the V.A.T.C. was formed, with only six members, each of   whom agreed to pay £25 as an entrance,  the 

following year the club held it's first meeting at Ballarat, and on August 5, 1876, it's second meeting was 

held on the Caulfield Reserve, which has since been its racing headquarters. 

 

With the advent of the V.A.T.C. the reserve was rapidly transformed from a paddock of  "scrub ' to a real 

racecourse, grandstands and other conveniences being erected. But although the club improved the 

standard of racing and increased the facilities for enjoyment, there was opposition in some quarters to the 

proposal that the area should be permanently reserved.   Many people endorsed the view of the Crown 

solicitor (Mr R. A. Sutherland) who, in 188I, recommended to the Ministry of the day that a lease of only 

21 years should be granted to the club. He pointed out that in time the land would become  too valuable to 

use as a racecourse, and suggested that if an additional racecourse was essential, a site should be selected 

at a greater distance from Melbourne. 

 

Fight for Permanent Reservation. 

 

Eventually opposition was overcome, and  in 1888 the Government decided to reserve permanently the 

area known as the Caulfield racecourse "for racing, recreation, and public park purposes." The V.A.T.C. 

was permitted under the regulations then framed, to have race meetings on 15 days in each year, with the 

right to charge for admittance. The control and management of the reserve was vested in a committee of 

management, comprising representatives of the shire council, the Board of Land and Works, and the 

V.A.T.C. The first committee included several men whose names are familiar to everybody interested in 

racing, it's personnel being: Judge Quinlan, Messrs James Mclean. M.L.A., Matthew O'.Shannessy. A. S. 

Chirnside, Robert Power, James Grace, Norman Wilson, Thomas Hartle, F. S. Grimwade, and F. S. 

Stephen, jun. 

 

The recent revival of the agitation for the return of Caulfield Racecourse to the people called forth a 

protest yesterday by one of the members of the original committee of management.  "The reservation was 

so rarely used when the V.A.T.C. took  it over," he said, "that it was not unusual between the half-yearly 

race meetings to see kangaroos  in occupation of the site. It  was devoid of beauty, and absolutely value 

less for recreation purposes. The races held there were farcical, as the keenest turf expert could not discern 

the positions of the respective horses at the back of the course. The V.A.T.C. has not only beautified 
the  area, but it has provided facilities which have increased its value as a park, and playground." 

Representatives of the Caulfield Citizens' Defence League are no less ardent in their plea that the 

V.A.T.C, should be compelled to relinquish occupation of the course. The Ministry having consented to 

act as arbiter its decision will be awaited with interest. The unexpected happens sometimes in politics, as 

in racing, but a betting man might safely "lay a shade of odds" on the V.À.T.C.  

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/4639603
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7. VATC HISTORY AT CAULFIELD RESERVE EXTRACT 
 

VATC History – Melbourne Racing Club Website –  

 

https://www.melbourneracingclub.net.au/mrc/history 

 

….. 

… The first chapter of the VATC story was written in 1875 - at 7pm on Wednesday October 13 

to be precise - when six thoroughbred enthusiasts assembled at Craig's Hotel in the township of 

Ballarat, situated just over 100 kilometres west of Melbourne. …. 

. 

…. Ballarat's Dowling Forest Racecourse was the location for the first VATC race meeting on 

Friday, March 24th 1876 - a programme that featured six events, five of which were over 

obstacles. 

Buoyed by the success of the meeting, the VATC searched for a permanent Melbourne-based 

home and quickly focused its attention on the site at Caulfield where, back in 1859, a track had 

been crudely fashioned from the heath, sand hills and snake-infested swamps …..  

Sparingly used in its early years prior to being obtained by the VATC through a Crown grant, the 

course had been almost lost to racing at one point and turned into a cemetery. Laying to rest 

those uncertain beginnings, it was here where, through the vicissitudes of more than 125 years of 

VATC occupation, Caulfield Racecourse has grown into an integral feature of Melbourne's 

sporting and social life. 

…. Having found its Melbourne home, the VATC held its first meeting at Caulfield on August 

5th, 1876, with the card closely resembling the inaugural fixture at Ballarat …… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.melbourneracingclub.net.au/mrc/history
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8. ARGUS, 16th August, 1884 
 

The Argus, Saturday, 16th August, 1884 

 

 

A deputation from the committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club WUB introduced to the Minister of 

Lands yesterday by Mr Lorimer, M L C , in connection with the re Bervation of the Caulfield 

racecourse.  The deputation explained that the club had been in existence eight years, and had spent over 

£20,000 in improvements on the course.   The course was vested in a committee of management, who 

were not the committee of the club, and it was now found that the latter committee could not carry out 

their own bye laws.  The club desired that the reserve should be placed under the management of their 

own committee a change which the other committee  were agreeable to.   A bill was to be introduced 

into Parliament shortly to provide for the better management of the club, and to enable them to borrow 

money, and the committee desired to know whether the Minister would support the bill, and give it 

countenance in the House.   Mr. Tucker said that the reserve had evidently been under excellent 

management lately, that large improvements had been made upon it, and that it was one of the most 

attractive racecourses in the colony, under the present conditions of tenure. It seemed to him that to 

agree to the proposals of the club would be to limit to some extent the right of the public to use the 

ground for the purposes for which it was originally reserved - namely, for recreation and a public park. 

He had noted that there seemed to be a dearth of public reserves in the locality, and also that it had been 

proposed that the Prahran City Council should borrow money for the purpose of purchasing land for a 

recreation reserve for that city. The vicinity of the Caulfield racecourse would no doubt soon be thickly 

populated, and the value of the reserve to the public would then be widely enhanced.   The deputation 

stated that permission might be granted to the public to go on the reserve. Mr. Tucker said he thought the 

public ought not to have to ask for permission to go on a public reserve. Things appeared to have gone 

on well under the present conditions, and he could not see his way to make a change, but he would lay 

the matter before the Cabinet 
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9. MRC SUBMISSION TO VEAC  
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10. HANSARD EXTRACT 1 
 

 

Title  LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL  

House  COUNCIL  

Activity  Second Reading  

Members  DAVIS  

Date  27 November 2009  

Page  5800  

 

27 November 2009 COUNCIL 

 

LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL  

Second reading  

Debate resumed from 15 October; motion of Hon J. M. MADDEN (Minister for Planning).  

Page 5800 

Mr D. DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan)  

There are also genuine issues surrounding the revocation of land at Caulfield Racecourse. I chaired the Select Committee on Public Land 

Development of which Ms Pennicuik, Mr Kavanagh and Mr O'Donohue were also members, as were other members of this chamber. The 

committee spent a good deal of time examining the Melbourne Racing Club's development proposals for Caulfield. I urge members to look at 

the public land committee's report so they can better understand this issue.  

Having looked into the history of the original trust deed for Caulfield Racecourse, it is very clear that the original trust deed has not been fully 

honoured by the way the Melbourne Racing Club has undertaken its activities. Personally I do not believe the structure of the committee of 

management, with an arrangement for the Melbourne Racing Club to manage the day-to-day activities on the site, has delivered everything 

that could have been delivered on that site. In no way do I diminish the importance of racing -- it is a very important industry and an important 

part of our community which I strongly support -- but I believe the racing club and the trust could have done more to honour the original trust 

deed and could have done more to ensure that the community was involved more closely.  

 

Page 5805 

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan)  

This issue was considered by the Select Committee on Public Land Development and was the subject of chapter 5.3 of its final report. Before I 

go into the particulars of what was written in the final report about this issue with Caulfield Racecourse, I will say that in general the select 

committee found there was a lot of disquiet in the community regarding the commercial development, alienation and use of public land -- 

Crown land -- for commercial purposes. It found that all around Victoria -- in metropolitan Melbourne, in regional centres such as Bendigo and 

in places like Port Campbell -- there was a lot of community disquiet about government policy on public land and either its sale to developers 

or its alienation from the community and use for commercial gain by private entities. That is a big issue around Victoria, and the Caulfield 

Racecourse issue is a classic case of that.  

The original Crown grant in 1879 provided that what is known as the Caulfield Racecourse, which is on about 50 hectares of land in the city of 

Glen Eira -- and the city of Glen Eira has a dearth of public open space; it has one of the lowest per resident ratios of public open space in 

Greater Melbourne -- should be a site for a racecourse and for a public recreation ground and public park at Caulfield. But the situation is that 

the Caulfield Racecourse is run by the Melbourne Racing Club (MRC) as a racecourse. There is very little, if any, public access to the 

racecourse, even though only 20 race meetings are held there each year. For the rest of the time the public is alienated from the park pretty 

well every morning due to horse training at the racecourse. There has been a long campaign by the community and the council to open up the 

Caulfield Racecourse for the uses it should be made available for under the Crown deed, yet it has never been so used.  

I would like to read a little bit from the final report so that people understand the background to this issue. As I mentioned, the Crown deed 

outlines that those uses -- as a racecourse, public recreation ground and public park at Caulfield -- are meant to be even. The three uses of 

the Caulfield Racecourse are meant to be equal uses. The site is not meant to be predominantly a racecourse, with the other two uses fitting in 

http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.one&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&pageno=5800&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&tmpfile=/tmp/rand96596071236&query=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&startpage=5800&origquery=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)&query=true+and+(+data+contains+'Caulfield'+and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+#+and+#+hdate#hdate_3+=+2009+#&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&speech=8039&mem_selected=DAVIS&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match5
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match6
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match7
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match8
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match9
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.one&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&pageno=5805&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&tmpfile=/tmp/rand96595514202&query=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&startpage=5804&origquery=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)&query=true+and+(+data+contains+'Caulfield'+and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+#+and+#+hdate#hdate_3+=+2009+#&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&speech=8039&mem_selected=PENNICUIK&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match22
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match22
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match23
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match24
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match25
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match26
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match27
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match28
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match28
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match28
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where they can. They are meant to be equal uses -- and there has been legal advice on this. That has never been the case, and it is very far 

from the case now. That was noted in the final report of the select committee's inquiry into the Caulfield Racecourse issue. The report states:  

 

The City of Glen Eira, in evidence to the committee, highlighted concerns that the master plan and current use of the Racecourse  

Reserve does not adequately provide for a public recreation reserve or public park which are the original, legally prescribed purposes of the 

reserve.  

 

One of the issues at the heart of this matter is that the original deed set up a 15-member trust to oversee the Crown grant. That included six 

members of the Melbourne Racing Club, six members appointed by the minister and three from the local council. They are charged with 

overseeing those three equal uses of this piece of public land. However, the Minister for Planning has tended to appoint to the trust people 

with a racing background. Not only do we have six members appointed by the Melbourne Racing Club but we also have another six members 

appointed by the minister, most of whom have a racing background. The three members from the Glen Eira council tend to be overshadowed 

by this group, and in the past they have had a lot of trouble even having their appointments validated by the minister.  

The report states, and I agree:  

The committee questioned the Melbourne Racing Club over existing use of the site during a public hearing on 13 February 2008. The 

committee ... expressed unanimous concern over the extent to which the MRC is committed to ensure the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve is 

able to be used by the public on non-race days as a recreational reserve and public park.  

 

It goes on to say:  

... six of the 15 trustees are nominees of the MRC, several of the state government nominees have a background in racing, and the day-to-day 

management of the reserve has been delegated to the MRC by the trustees ...  

 

Not only do the trustees not carry out their purpose under the grant, they have actually delegated the day-to-day running of the land to the 

Melbourne Racing Club.  

Obviously the Melbourne Racing Club, which is a commercial entity, is going to run this public land for its own benefit. The report continues:  

... the committee was concerned that evidence from the trustees themselves illustrates the complete lack of  
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appreciation for the original purposes of the reserve as a public park and the responsibility to uphold that purpose with equal status as 

horseracing.  

I am sure members will forgive me for quoting my words from the inquiry's proceedings, but I think this goes to the nub of the matter. I said to 

Mr Reynolds:  

So there is a fair bit of racing experience on the board of trustees?  

Mr Reynolds said:  

I think if it is mainly used as a racecourse, that is probably a good thing.  

I said:  

It is mainly used as a racecourse. That is the problem, isn't it?  

Mr Reynolds replied:  

It has got to be unless you want the horses to gallop all over people.  

I said:  

I think that is the issue I was trying to point to. The community's view is that racing has the majority of the focus -- by a long way -- and public 

use has by far the minority.  

I quote this because it just goes to show that the trustees have no awareness or commitment to anything but furthering the interests of racing. 

They are not even aware of their responsibilities under the deed.  

Evidence detailed to the committee also indicates that the practice of the trustees is to meet once a year in March. How can they fulfil their 

duties for this large piece of public land when they meet only once a year? Their meetings are not open to the public, the minutes of their 

meetings are not made public and nor is there any public release of financial statements.  

The trustees of the Caulfield Racecourse public park and recreation ground are completely a law unto themselves; they are unaccountable, 

and no government has attempted to make them behave in line with contemporary governance. They basically do what they like, and they are 

http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match37
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not fulfilling the job that is assigned to them as trustees of this large area of public land. As the inquiry found, the proceedings of their meetings 

are completely secret, and the financial statements are also completely secret. It is not acceptable in this day and age for trustees of a large 

parcel of Crown land in Melbourne to run a secret operation.  

The issue is very serious, because the Melbourne Racing Club, by delegation from the trustees, has run this piece of land, which is meant to 

be a public park and recreation ground as well as a racing club, just for racing. It has made gazillions of dollars out of it over the last decades, 

but no-one knows exactly how much it has made -- it is probably gazillions, but it is all a secret. Now that there is a Tabaret on site, millions 

more dollars will go into the coffers of the Melbourne Racing Club from profits it is making out of land owned by the public. No-one knows how 

much has ever been made, how much is being made now or what the club does with it.  

It has bought some bits of land and added it to the racecourse. It is prepared to give the community a non-valuable piece of land, which it does 

not want -- it is very big of it! -- in exchange for the very valuable triangle of Crown land bounded by Station Street and Normanby Road in 

Caulfield. I am totally opposed to this prospect.  

As I said, what is happening here is that the Melbourne Racing Club has over decades made gazillions of dollars. The community and the 

council have tried to get it to fulfil its obligations under the deed -- to open up the racecourse to the public, to put in some amenities for the 

public using the funds that it has raised from the land, but it has done nothing. A communique was signed with the council about a year ago. 

The Melbourne Racing Club agreed, at some undefined time in the future, to remove training facilities from the site and return the area that 

houses stables and the training facilities to the council for public use -- but this was to be at some unspecified time in the future.  

The club had undertaken to open up access to the site and to increase signage around the site to make sure that members of the public knew 

this area was a public park and recreation ground that belonged to them. But I made it my business two weeks ago to go right around the 

perimeter of that site and onto the site, and there is nothing there to tell the public that this is its land.  

Everything is about racing: there is a meeting on 6 December, and people are invited to come and have a look at racing. On the small gate 

you can get in through, which is adjacent to this crappy bit of land that the Melbourne Racing Club wants to give to the community, there is a 

tiny sign telling members of the public -- if you can get right up to the gate, you can read it -- at what times they are allowed on their own land.  

The Melbourne Racing Club has no interest in allowing public access and fulfilling the deed. In the committee stage I will move an amendment 

to completely remove part 4 of the bill, which contains the provisions dealing with the land swap at Caulfield Racecourse. I am happy  

 

Page 5807 

 

to have that amendment and the other amendments circulated.  

Greens amendments circulated by Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan).  

Ms PENNICUIK -- I would like to just go to the recommendations of the Select Committee on Public Land Development regarding this site. 

Recommendation 5.8 states:  

That the government investigate:  

the history, membership structure, responsibilities and current arrangement of the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Board of Trustees, 

particularly in relation to its duty to uphold not just horseracing, but all the purposes of the reserve in the original grant --  

that has not happened --  

the purpose to which money raised by horseracing has been used --  

no-one knows, except to further the interests of the Melbourne Racing Club --  

ways in which the government can ensure that the board of trustees operates in an open and transparent manner and in accordance with the 

terms of the grant.  

That has not been done.  

Recommendation 5.9 states:  

That the master plan for the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve redevelopment be the subject of wide public consultation incorporating the 

municipalities of Glen Eira --  

where it is, and the adjoining municipalities of --  

Stonnington and Port Phillip.  

That has not happened.  

Recommendation 5.10 states:  

That the Minister for Planning strongly consider appointing community members and/or people with park and recreation expertise as nominees 

of the state government to the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Board of Trustees to provide a balanced representation of interests and 

expertise.  
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That has not been done. I have personally spoken to the planning minister and asked him not to appoint any more people who have racing 

backgrounds as state government representatives on this board of trustees, because the Melbourne Racing Club already has six appointees 

under the deed. That has not been done.  

Recommendation 5.11 states:  

That the day-to-day management of the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve, by delegation from the trustees to the Melbourne Racing Club, be 

reconsidered.  

I would say it should be revoked. This has not been done.  

Recommendation 5.12 states:  

That the Melbourne Racing Club's recent report relating to the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve fencing boundaries be publicly released.  

That has not been done.  

The fencing remains particularly on the east side along Queens Avenue. The whole of the racecourse is bounded by a large green tin fence, 

which I understand was put up during the war years for particular purposes. There is no reason for it to be there now, and it only serves to 

completely alienate the course.  

The committee heard evidence about the ludicrous suggestion that the fence had to stay there because if it was not there, the horses would be 

too scared to run around the track. I have never heard anything so silly. Horses run around tracks in Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane that are 

really close to busy roads. Under no circumstances could Queens Avenue, Caulfield, be called a really busy road. It may perhaps be busy at 

certain times in peak hours, but it is not very busy on a Saturday afternoon when the races are on.  

Recommendation 5.13 states:  

That the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve trustees direct a substantial amount from the profits made by the Melbourne Racing Club over many 

decades to the provision of public park and recreational facilities, including promotion of the public use of these facilities as recompense to the 

community.  

Nothing has happened in that regard either. In fact, on a recent visit to the Caulfield Racecourse one and a half weeks ago the only new work I 

saw occurring in the centre of the racecourse public park and recreation ground was a new tower for people to be able to view the racing, and 

a few repairs had been made to the rails around which the horses run when they are training. I cannot see what public park benefit there is in 

those improvements.  

Recommendation 5.14 states:  

That the government support the joint communique between the Melbourne Racing Club and the Glen Eira City Council to the Caulfield 

Racecourse Reserve trustees, bearing in mind that further public consultation is needed with respect to the future use of public open space 

within the centre of the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve.  
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I do not think the government has even engaged in that process. It certainly has not consulted with the Glen Eira City Council. I have spoken 

with the mayor and other councillors, all of whom are completely opposed to this. They are very concerned about the continuing lack of any 

community or public benefit from this huge area of Crown land.  

My amendment would completely remove part 4 of the bill, because it is unfair and it has no public benefit. This is about the state government 

giving over this parcel of land to the Melbourne Racing Club, which makes millions of dollars from it. I am sure everybody in the chamber, 

apart from Ms Hartland, Mr Barber and me, have Melbourne Racing Club passes and get free access to race meetings. Everybody is 

conflicted, and that is why we do not accept the passes from the club.  

Mr Vogels -- The Victorian Racing Club.  

Ms PENNICUIK -- Victorian Racing Club, thank you, Mr Vogels. But the point is that the racing industry has a lot of power, and it is obviously 

throwing it around in respect of this piece of land.  

Apart from the complete unfairness of it all, my real objection and the reason I would like this part removed from the bill at this stage is 

because there will be no incentive. Once the Melbourne Racing Club has this piece of land handed over to it there will be no incentive for it to 

do what it should be doing, which is to provide the amenity in the middle of the racecourse for public passive recreation and to remove the 

training facility and the stables so the southern part of the racecourse can be joined with Glen Huntly Park to enable much more public access. 

There will be no incentive for it to do anything.  

The club has, if the minister will excuse the pun, a poor track record. It has poor form in this regard.  
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Even though it has signed a communique with the local council, it has shown no interest in or commitment to doing what it has said in writing it 

will do. It is 14 months down the track and zilch -- zip -- has happened in that regard. The only improvements it has made in the middle of the 

Caulfield racetrack are racing improvements.  

Part 4 of the bill should be removed, and the government, in consultation with the local council, should consult with the trustees. It is the 

trustees who have the legal responsibility, not the Melbourne Racing Club. It was delegated to the club by the trustees in a very bad decision 

that should be revoked. The trustees should be made to become more active. There should be community and park representatives on the 

Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Trust, and state government appointees with racing backgrounds should be kicked off so that representation is 

more balanced.  

The government should negotiate with the trustees about fulfilling their legal responsibility under the deed, which they have never done. Once 

we have seen stables and training facilities removed, the inside of the park improved and access to the community made very obvious -- once 

all these things are done -- I would be quite happy to think about this valuable piece of Crown land being sold to the Melbourne Racing Club 

using the money it has raised from commercial activities on Crown land. The club should also give to the community the piece of land dealt 

with in this bill -- the strange little triangle next to the roundabout on Glen Eira Road -- and the piece of land that is now a stables and training 

area. That is the least we could expect before it is given such a prize. Under the bill the club will be given a piece of valuable Crown land for 

doing nothing. It has done nothing, but it will still be rewarded.  

I find that pretty obnoxious. That is why I will be moving the amendments to remove part 4 from the bill.  

Once there has been a show of good faith from the trustees and we see real action on the grounds, then maybe we could come to some 

arrangement regarding that land and other land for the public benefit.  

It is worth mentioning the Glen Eira City Council. Everybody in this chamber would have received an email from Cr Helen Whiteside, the 

mayor of the City of Glen Eira. I quote from the email:  

At the ordinary meeting on Wednesday, 4 November, council carried the following resolution in relation to a proposed land swap at the 

Caulfield Racecourse, which is contained in a bill which is before the Legislative Council. A brief outline of council's position is attached:  

1.  

that council confirms its opposition to the proposed exchange of Crown land for the freehold land at the Caulfield Racecourse on the grounds 

that the benefits flow to a future property developer rather than to the community;  

2. that inasmuch as the freehold land has minimal value to council as a public park, council proposes that the state government sell the Crown 

land to the Melbourne Racing Club at commercial value;  

3. that council put this view, together with supporting documentation, to all members of the Legislative Council without delay;  

4. that council seeks the support of the Municipal Association of Victoria at its forthcoming conference; and  
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5. that council seeks the support of other geographically affected councils to make similar representation to members of the Legislative 

Council.  

Accordingly on 10 November the City of Stonnington, which is an adjoining council -- and many residents of Stonnington live in close proximity 

to Caulfield Racecourse, which can be reached simply by crossing Dandenong Road -- on behalf of the mayor and councillors of the City of 

Stonnington sent letters to everybody in this house. The letters state:  

Council, at its meeting last night, gave consideration to the proposed land swap at the Caulfield Racecourse, which is contained in a bill which 

is before the Legislative Council.  

Council expressed concern about the proposed exchange of Crown land for the freehold land at the racecourse as it believes that the benefits 

would flow to a future property developer rather than to the community. It subsequently resolved to support the City of Glen Eira in opposing 

the proposal and passed the following resolution:  

That Stonnington council expresses its opposition to the proposed exchange of Crown land for the freehold land at the Caulfield Racecourse 

on the grounds that the benefits flow to a future property developer rather than to the community.  

That inasmuch as the freehold land has minimal value to the community as a public park, Stonnington council proposes that the state 

government sell the Crown land to the Melbourne Racing Club at commercial value ...  

Members would note that both of these resolutions refer to the freehold land that is owned by the Melbourne Racing Club, which is the land it 

wants to swap for the very valuable piece of land. That freehold land, I would remind everyone here, has been bought by the Melbourne 

Racing Club from funds it has raised over the decades from racing and Tabaret activities on the public land. This was a question raised in the 

public land inquiry, and it is my view that that land already belongs to the community. The club may have purchased it, but it has purchased it 

with funds it has raised from the use of the public land, and none of those funds have ever gone back into public use.  
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The City of Glen Eira would have sent everybody its background material Getting the Balance Right -- Caulfield Racecourse, which outlines 

what it is asking of the Melbourne Racing Club with regard to this land, such as the training of horses to be relocated, the land on Neerim 

Road to be incorporated into the Glen Huntly Park and the area around the lake to be beautified as passive open space and made easily 

accessible. None of this has happened. There is no sign of it ever happening.  

In 2006 the council wrote to the chairman of trustees asking for the things I have mentioned, including the signage, and stating:  

The Caulfield Racecourse and public park should have all the facilities which would normally be provided in public parks (for example, 

playground, barbecue, drinking fountain, public toilet, garden beds et cetera).  

None of that is happening. The Melbourne Racing Club has shown no inclination to do any of that. During the public land inquiry the Secretary 

of the Department of Sustainability and Environment insisted that local councils and communities are always consulted when the government 

proposes to sell a piece of public land or give away a piece of public land. The Glen Eira council tells me it has not been consulted, and this is 

a classic case of that not happening.  

That is why I will be moving my amendment to remove part 4 of this bill. What is happening here is a travesty, and it is an example of why the 

community of Victoria is so concerned, as was pointed out in the final report of the public land inquiry, about what is happening to their public 

land.  

Motion agreed to.  

Read second time.  

Committed.  

Committee 

Clauses 1 to 16 agreed to.  

Clause 17  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT -- Order! I invite Ms Pennicuik to deal with her amendment no. 1, which asks the committee to vote against the 

part heading preceding clause 17. Although this is a relatively minor amendment in itself, it is in my view a test for all the remaining 

amendments proposed by Ms Pennicuik, which are amendments 2 to 28 -- in other words, Ms Pennicuik's amendment 1 will test her 

substantive amendments.  

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- I invite the committee to vote against the part heading preceding clause 17, as shown in my 

amendment 1. Proposed amendments 2, 3, 4 and 5 seek the omission of clauses 17, 18, 19 and 20 -- that is, in effect, part 4 of the bill, which 

relates to the Caulfield Racecourse land swap. Schedules 6 and 7 of the bill, which also relate to the Caulfield land swap, would be omitted by 

later amendments.  
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Members would have heard what I had to say regarding the background to this issue: the inquiry of the Select Committee on Public Land 

Development and the ongoing and longstanding concerns of the community and the City of Glen Eira regarding the complete alienation of this 

Crown land, which is meant to be used as a public park and recreational ground in addition to a racecourse but is basically just being run as a 

racecourse.  

Accordingly, the reason I am moving the amendment is that I think it is premature for the government to be pressing ahead with the allocation 

or swapping of this parcel of land just north of the racecourse, which is Crown land, and giving that to the Melbourne Racing Club for a 

multistorey development, from which the club will make even more money, in exchange for a very small parcel of land on the east side.  

The racing club obviously does not want that land ' use to it, and Glen Eira council has said it is not much use to it either. That parcel of land is 

a lot smaller and, I would say, valued at a lot less, although I understand no complete valuation of the land has been done, so the community 

does not know what the value of each piece of land is.  

I have had some discussions with the minister, and I have made my concerns known to him.  

As I said in the second-reading debate, and as I have said to the minister, apart from all the background and the unfairness of it all and the 

very sorry history of the way the trustees and the Melbourne Racing Club have run this land, my main objection is that once it is done, and 

they have actually been given the land for basically doing nothing, there will be no incentive for them to undertake the works in the middle of 

the racecourse to make that area fit for public passage and recreation or for them to remove the training and the stables and allow that part of 

the land adjacent to Glen Huntly Park to be used for public access and public recreation, as it has undertaken to do with Glen Eira council but 

has not done and has shown no inclination to do. My very strong concern is that giving this to the Melbourne Racing Club when it has done 

nothing and has shown no inclination to do anything will leave the government and the council with no leverage.  
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http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&startpage=5809&origquery=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)&query=true+and+(+data+contains+'Caulfield'+and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+#+and+#+hdate#hdate_3+=+2009+#&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&speech=8039&mem_selected=PENNICUIK&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match68
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match68
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'Caulfield'%0a%09and+data+contains+'Racecourse'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29%0a#match69
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.one&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&pageno=5810&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&title=LAND+(REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS)+BILL&tmpfile=/tmp/rand96593812433&query=true+and+(+data+contains+/'Caulfield/'+and+data+contains+/'Racecourse/'+)+and+(+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+)


 

GERA – Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Auditor General Submission – July, 2014                                             18 

 

 

My question to the minister is: how will the state government ensure that the trustees of the Melbourne Racing Club -- in my view it is the 

trustees who have the legal responsibility even if they have delegated it wrongly -- actually fulfil their legal responsibility and the commitments 

they have already made to the community and the City of Glen Eira but have not carried out so far?  
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My question to the minister is: how will the state government ensure that the trustees of the Melbourne Racing Club -- in my view it is 
the trustees who have the legal responsibility even if they have delegated it wrongly -- actually fulfil their legal responsibility and the 
commitments they have already made to the community and the City of Glen Eira but have not carried out so far?  

Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Environment and Climate Change) -- I thank Ms Pennicuik for her concern about this very important public 
policy matter, and I am very happy to respond to her question. The government will not be agreeing to her amendments, but in terms of 
addressing some of the substantive public policy issues I am very happy to account for those.  

In last night's debate I gave a bit of a whack to the Liberal Party for being all over the shop in relation to a piece of legislation, but I am 
going to leave it alone today because from my perspective I am being assaulted from the left and the right by the Greens today with the 
two effective amendments that we are dealing with.  

An honourable member -- I wouldn't go that far.  

Mr JENNINGS -- I feel that way. Just as a bit of foundation building of the story I will say that I appreciate being in the company of people 
who understand and are well grounded in their ideology and who understand their political philosophy. But sometimes in public policy 
we cannot allow ourselves to be driven by that blinkered view alone and become ideological in our approach to public policy matters. 
There is a danger with some of the arguments Ms Pennicuik has put on the public record today that her response is somewhat 
ideological.  

I know that the sport of racing is referred to as the sport of kings; I understand that. And it sounds dangerously as if there are a whole 
variety of ideological issues wrapped up with the fact that this parcel of public land has been put for the purpose of racing -- --  

Mr Barber -- There is one big one -- accountability.  

Mr JENNINGS -- No, accountability is fine. I am very happy to account. I just do not want us to bundle up too many arguments around 
whether we are supporting racing, whether we think racing has a community benefit or whether we think it is a popular sport or an elite 
sport. In my personal experience a very significant working-class man in my life was completely obsessed with racing, so in terms of the 
community's engagement with and appreciation of racing we should not start from the premise that it is an elite activity.  

Ms Pennicuik -- I haven't mentioned that!  

Mr JENNINGS -- I think in a whole variety of ways that has been conveyed through the contributions to the debate.  

 
Page 5811 
 
Ultimately in relation to the issue of trying to provide confidence that this important piece of public reserve will be managed for the 
wellbeing of the community and in terms of the value and the attribution of that value to a broader community, that is a point well made 
and a point that needs to be accounted for in this debate. I accept that. I also note that there might be some lingering concerns about the 
way in which this public reserve may be opened up to the community. In terms of my responsibilities as the Minister for Environment and 
Climate Change who deals with the land element, I wanted to be satisfied that the net benefit of this would derive a community benefit 
and that there would be the potential once and for all to make sure that the community is aware this is a public reserve and not, as it may 
have been perceived for decades, a private space. I accept that point; I accept the need for us to be able to demonstrate that.  

http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&startpage=5810&origquery=true+and+%28+data+contains+%5C%27Land%5C%27+and+data+contains+%5C%27Bill%5C%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%5C%27JENNINGS%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%5C%27November%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29&query=true+and+%28+data+contains+%27Land%27+and+data+contains+%27Bill%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%27JENNINGS%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%27November%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&speech=8039&mem_selected=JENNINGS&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.one&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&pageno=5811&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&tmpfile=/tmp/rand68581821164&query=true+and+%28+data+contains+%5C%27Land%5C%27+and+data+contains+%5C%27Bill%5C%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%5C%27JENNINGS%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%5C%27November%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29
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My formal response to Ms Pennicuik's question in relation to these matters is to try to provide the committee with a variety of 
reassurances. The first reassurance concerns the nature of the land exchange that will occur subject to this bill. The Crown land and the 
freehold parcels involved in the proposed exchange will be subject to a valuation process by the valuer-general and the Melbourne Racing 
Club's valuers. The valuation is subject to approval by the Government Land Monitor, and use of the appropriate probity standards will 
ensure that the government is not disadvantaged by the exchange. The land exchange will not occur unless the approval of the valuer-
general and of the land monitor is gained. That establishes that in fact there will be a proper evaluation of the land parcels and there will 
be a commercial settlement for the difference in the value of the land parcels that will be exchanged. That is the first reassurance.  

Secondly, following the passage of this legislation and agreement about the valuations, my department and the Melbourne Racing Club 
will enter into negotiation of the terms and conditions of the exchange. This exchange will be concluded in the form of a legally binding 
document which will be signed by me and the Melbourne Racing Club. An important element of this agreement will be that the Crown 
grant over the land to be transferred to the MRC will not be issued until the transfer of land to be acquired by the Crown is registered 
with the titles office and the Crown is satisfied that all conditions of the exchange agreement, which I will outline in a minute, particularly 
those relating to the landscaping of the park, have been met.  

Those conditions that will be included in the legally binding agreement will be drawn up by the Victorian Government Solicitors Office and 
will include the following: Crown land parcel no.  

1 will be fully landscaped by the MRC at its own cost to the satisfaction of my department on its transfer to the Crown; parcel no. 2 will be 
transferred to the Crown as part of the exchange process; and the Department of Sustainability and Environment will issue the MRC with 
a limited tenure over that parcel to allow the MRC to continue to use this site for track planning purposes. As part of that tenure the MRC 
will be required to pay rent to DSE based on a market rent valuation by the valuer-general. This rental revenue will be available for the 
ongoing maintenance and development of the park or other Crown public land within the Glen Eira area. Landscaping works on this 
parcel must be completed by the MRC at its cost and to DSE's satisfaction before the expiry date of the tenure. It is important to 
understand that the cost to the MRC of landscaping the park will be separate to and in addition to the valuation of the land parcels.  

Running through the cumulative reasons for that, there certainly will be a valuation in terms of the commercial values of the parcels of 
land that are going to be exchanged; there will be a net transaction to the Crown of the residual difference between the value of those 
properties, and beyond that the transfer will not take place until the MRC takes responsibility for the appropriate development, 
landscaping and redevelopment of the land parcel in question to make it a public space and ultimately to provide an entry point to ensure 
that the community understands that the centre of the racecourse will be a public space available on an ongoing basis for a broader 
community benefit, something which has not been perceived by the broader community for decades.  

That is something that I am supportive of; it was a hallmark of why I got with this program to support the exchange occurring, beyond the 
benefit that would occur through the potential for appropriately sensitive housing development and the commercialisation and 
community benefit that may derive from the economic activity that would be associated with a housing development in close proximity 
to a popular and important railway station, the Caulfield railway station. They are the cumulative reasons I and the rest of the 
government support this proposal and will not accept the amendment.  

Mr Barber -- You could call it the Sue Pennicuik Memorial Park  

Mr Dalla-Riva -- She's not dead yet.  

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- I think I am still walking and breathing, thanks, Mr Barber.  

 
Page 5812 
 
I want to address the minister's first point, which was about horseracing and that somehow I was coming from an ideological position 
against horseracing. I certainly have an ideological position, as people well know, against jumps racing, and I am not fond of horseracing, 
but my argument was not based on that.  

It was based on the alienation of that Crown land by the Melbourne Racing Club for its own commercial purposes. I would be just as 
opposed if it were another commercial entity that had alienated that land and was using it for its own commercial purposes; it just 
happens to be the Melbourne Racing Club. So I think that was a misrepresentation of what I was saying.  

I do understand, and the minister and I have discussed this, that the current situation is a result of decades of alienation of that space.  

What I am objecting to under this bill is what I see as the further alienation of the land and that the continuing alienation of the land by 
the Melbourne Racing Club, with its delegated responsibility from the trustees of the reserve, is being rewarded. That is the crux of my 
problem with the whole issue.  
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On behalf of the community of Glen Eira, I very much appreciate what the minister has put on the record. He is saying that there will not 
be any financial loss to the Crown. He is saying -- and I am repeating what I have heard, so he can correct me if I am wrong -- that there 
will not be any actual transfer of land until the works in the centre of the park to make that a public park are complete and until the 
community understands by way of signage and other access points that that is the case, and that this will all be done at the cost of the 
Melbourne Racing Club. The club will also have to pay rent for the area it uses for training.  

My question is: is the government going to require the Melbourne Racing Club to remove training facilities and the stable areas in some 
designated time period, as the Melbourne Racing Club has indicated to the community and the Glen Eira council that it will?  

Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Environment and Climate Change) -- I thank Ms Pennicuik for her response to some of the propositions that I 
put to her, because I think we are now in a better space collectively in understanding public policy considerations. I think her articulation 
of her public policy concerns in response to my proposition has meant that we are on much more solid ground in understanding what we 
are trying to achieve here. I confirm that she accurately put to me the technical matters of the transfer as I had outlined them.  

In terms of the ongoing involvement of the community in the management of what we hope will be a very popular public parkland space 
within the middle of the reserve, there will be an opportunity available for discussions between the MRC, the trust, the government and 
the local council about the way in which this public space may be managed in the future. We would hope that it may become a desirable 
opportunity for the local council to manage that space if they so choose. That opportunity is available, and it is something that we will 
want to pursue with them in the future, perhaps once a bit of the dust has settled.  

On the question of land parcel no. 2 as it relates to the ongoing availability of training facilities, which I have indicated will have a limited 
tenure in the arrangements reached between the state and the racing club, the government is very happy to facilitate and support the 
relocation of training activities from this site. Indeed I believe all parties in the equation ultimately believe that this is something that 
should occur.  

I hope a timetable will be established for the relocation of the training facilities. There will probably be some argument about the logistics 
involved in that and the speed with which that occurs, but I think it is a coalescing of an agreement and that establishing a timetable and 
enabling that to occur is something worth supporting. It is certainly something that the government, through its various arms of 
responsibility, would be happy to assist with.  

Mr D. DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) -- My comments are on this clause, the amendment proposed by Ms Pennicuik and the minister's 
comments. I start with the simple position that the opposition is not opposing this bill and will not be supporting amendments to it.  

What we have just heard in relation to Ms Pennicuik's proposed amendment to this clause and the minister's response adds some 
welcome movement.  

I, too, took from many of the comments the minister made about the process by which the land swap will occur that there will be a 
settlement of financial value to ensure that the Crown is not disadvantaged and that before these arrangements proceed a number of 
other works and arrangements will occur. I hope the council is involved in consultation on a number of those processes. It seems from 
what the minister said that there will be greater community access through that process and improved works will be undertaken at the 
expense of the club prior to the swap occurring. To that extent, it is very welcome indeed.  
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I put on the record, firstly, the opposition's very strong support for racing but at the same time point out that the opposition understands 
that public land is a major issue -- it is a major issue in Stonnington and it is a major issue in Glen Eira, and the racecourse provides an 
opportunity under the old trust deed, as Ms Pennicuik, other members of the Select Committee on Public Land Development and I well 
understand, not only for a racecourse but for public park access as well.  

I welcome the steps the government appears prepared to take in this bill, and if I might say so, the non-government members of the 
public land committee -- Ms Pennicuik, Mr Kavanagh, Mr O'Donohue, Mr Hall and I -- could take some gentle heart from the fact that a 
number of the suggestions and recommendations made through that inquiry appear to have been incorporated in the minister's 
suggestions. They are very welcome steps indeed.  

I know the council's strong position is that there should be greater public access and that frankly the racing club could do more. The 
racing club is a very important institution, but it is an institution that can take a few small steps towards working with its local community, 
bringing its local community into greater proximity and using the public land that it has access to in a way that provides much greater 
enrichment for the community for recreation and other purposes.  

http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.dumpall&startpage=5812&origquery=true+and+%28+data+contains+%5C%27Land%5C%27+and+data+contains+%5C%27Bill%5C%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%5C%27JENNINGS%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%5C%27November%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29&query=true+and+%28+data+contains+%27Land%27+and+data+contains+%27Bill%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%27JENNINGS%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%27November%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&speech=8039&mem_selected=JENNINGS&activity=Second+Reading&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009
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http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=jVicHansard.one&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&pageno=5813&house=COUNCIL&speech=8039&date1=27&date2=November&date3=2009&title=LAND+%28REVOCATION+OF+RESERVATIONS+AND+OTHER+MATTERS%29+BILL&tmpfile=/tmp/rand68586775166&query=true+and+%28+data+contains+%5C%27Land%5C%27+and+data+contains+%5C%27Bill%5C%27+%29+and+%28+members+contains+%5C%27JENNINGS%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2009+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+%5C%27November%5C%27+%29+and+%28+hdate.hdate_1+=+27+%29
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The uses are not mutually exclusive, although obviously they are so on certain days and certain occasions. However, for much of the year 
an arrangement can be reached where those other public purposes can be advanced with no loss to the purpose of racing, and that 
seems to be the obvious way forward. Beautification works and the landscaping of the centre would be very welcome additions.  

I pay tribute to the other members of the public land committee for the hard work the committee did through that process. In addition, 
the submitters to that inquiry made very cogent points on a lot of occasions. I welcome the fact that it appears there is some recognition 
of that by the government and by the racing club. The details needed to be pursued and monitored but I accept the minister's bona fides 
in ensuring these things are dealt with.  

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- Regarding the promised removal of the training facilities at the stables at some stage, as I 
understand it in the agreement between the council and the Melbourne Racing Club the land which is south of the racecourse abutting 
Neerim Road would be hatched and merged with Glen Huntly Park. Is that the intention of the government, or has it not gone to that 
level of detail?  

Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Environment and Climate Change) -- It is interesting that this question does not necessarily involve the 
elements of this piece of legislation, but given that we are talking about a contiguous parcel of land and it does abut the areas in 
question, I can understand why it has been brought into this conversation.  

I have sought advice to, in the first instance, clarify that this land is not subject to the legislation, so let us not be under any 
misapprehension about that. But beyond that, my memory tells me -- and to my memory I have not been able to receive additional 
advice -- that the parcels of land in question are subject to a pre-existing agreement between the club and the council about the return of 
these parcels of land to the council when activities at the training facilities are concluded.  

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- That is correct -- that the land on Neerim Road currently used as stables be incorporated into 
Glen Huntly Park as additional public open space. This is shown at area E on the documentation I forwarded to the minister yesterday. My 
question is: will that be part of the agreement the minister is talking about? Even though it is not part of this bill, it is part of the 
agreement that the council has with the MRC. Will that be part of the agreement the ministers has been referring to?  

Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Environment and Climate Change) -- The answer to that question is no, because at this point in time the City of 
Glen Eira is not party to that agreement. The parties to the agreement in relation to the configuration of the parcels of land are the state 
of Victoria and the MRC.  

If subsequently we can add to that level of agreement with the City of Glen Eira wanting to be a full party in deciding how the 
accumulated parcels of land are used, that could be a subsequent agreement that could be joined to the agreement I have described. 
That could occur, but it would not happen in the first instance, because in the first instance this agreement about the land parcels in 
question is between the state and the MRC. There is a pre-existing agreement between the club and the City of Glen Eira, as I understand 
it, around the parcels that are now brought into question. Ultimately they can all be brought into one level of understanding and an 
incorporated agreement, but at this time I would not envisage the Glen Eira council being party to this first agreement that describes the 
outcomes of this piece of legislation.  
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Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- I understand that, but I raise it because it is an agreement between the Melbourne Racing Club 
and the Glen Eira council but the Melbourne Racing Club is, let us say, dragging its feet in that area. As indicated, that training area and 
stables will be moved at some point in the mists of time. The area is completely alienated from the public by the stables and training. 
People cannot get anywhere onto the racecourse from that particular area. What I am concerned about is the use of the whole site above 
what is in this bill. That is why I am going to that.  

The council entered into this agreement because until this point the state government has neglected to intervene in this issue on behalf 
of the community. I am very appreciative of the time the minister has taken to listen to me on the issues about the alienation of public 
lands that I have raised and that are of concern to the community and to us.  

I am very appreciative of that, and I am appreciative of what the minister has put on the record today during the committee stage of the 
bill with regard to what the government will commit to do.  

I have one more question. The minister is talking about an agreement with the MRC. I know that is the agreement under the bill, but the 
other concern I have raised through the debate and with him in discussion -- and with Minister Madden, who is just leaving the chamber -
- is about the trustees. From my point of view, the trustees have the legal responsibility, not the MRC. That has been delegated to the 
club wrongly. This whole situation has just been perpetuated by the delegation of the running of that area of Crown land to the 
Melbourne Racing Club. The trustees have then pretty well abrogated their responsibility under the deed. I ask the minister whether the 
government has any intention of doing something about this very unhappy situation?  
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Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Environment and Climate Change) -- I would like, in my life as a minister, to remove all unhappiness -- that 
would be my hope. As for the opportunity of doing so in this instance, I am very happy to reflect on it and see what can be done.  

Ms PENNICUIK (Southern Metropolitan) -- I am very disappointed that the opposition has indicated that it will not support my 
amendment. Given that I served on the Select Committee on Public Land Development with the Leader of the Opposition, I know he is 
well aware of the issues, and he represents Southern Metropolitan Region as I do, so he should understand the concerns of the 
community. I am very disappointed in that respect.  

I indicate to the committee that I will proceed with my amendment notwithstanding the assurances the minister has given today 
regarding the financial arrangements for the swap and the commitments, which will be legally enforced, to hold the Melbourne Racing 
Club to account. I believe in principle it is not good form to be going ahead with this proposal before any good faith has been shown by 
the Melbourne Racing Club in relation to the commitment it has already made to the council and the community but has done nothing 
about. I do not agree with rewarding the club for doing nothing. I have to say that I do not trust it; I trust the minister, but I do not trust 
the Melbourne Racing Club.  

I will proceed with my amendment but I appreciate the work the minister has done and how he has responded to the concerns I have 
raised with him. I believe him when he says what the government will do, which will be of great benefit to the community and will be a 
breakthrough on an issue that has been going on for years and years. I commend the minister for his assurances in that regard.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT -- Order! Amendment 1 moved by Ms Pennicuik is a test for more substantive amendments proposed to be 
moved subsequently. Her amendment proposes to delete a part heading. Whilst it is fairly inconsequential in itself, this tests her more 
substantial subsequent amendments. Ms Pennicuik has invited the committee to vote against the part heading preceding clause 17. The 
question is:  

That the part heading preceding clause 17 stand part of the bill.  

Committee divided on part heading:  
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12.   GETTING THE BALANCE RIGHT 
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13.   SELECT COMMITTEE ON CROWN LAND - SUB COMMITTEE TRUSTEE 
REPORT  
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14. COUNCIL REPORT TO RESIDENT ON TRUSTEE MEETING 2008  
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15. TRUSTEE COMMUNICATIONS   
 

Letter from Trustees re in principle agreement to development a community cricket/sports ground 

facility - 2003 
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Letter from Trustees re in principle agreement to development a community cricket/sports ground 

facility - 2007 
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Letter from GERA re in principle agreement to development a community cricket/sports ground 

facility – 2007 
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16.     ADVICE CONCERNING A SITE FOR A PUBLIC PARK  
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17.   2008 JOINT COMMUNIQUE – REMOVAL OF TRAINING 
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18.   REMOVAL OF TRAINING – ANNUAL REPORTS 
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19.   MRC RESERVE MASTER PLAN CONSULTATION 
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20.     1922 EXCISION OF CAULFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE 
 

The Argus, 20
th

 October, 1922 

 

CAULFIELD RACECOURSE. 

Greater Use as Public Reserve. 

By a decision of the Minister for Lands (Mr Oman) on  

the demand for greater public use of the  

Caulfield Racecourse Reserve an area of 14 acres  

will be made available to the general public. 

 

Mr Oman's decision provides for an area of 10 acres to  

be permanently reserved on the Neerim Road side for  

use as a public park and gardens. The high fence at  

present enclosing this area will be removed and  

re-erected on a line to be defined by the Minister,  

adjoining the racecourse. The new outer fence adjoining  

the public road will be sufficient only to protect the  

hedges and ornamental shrubs. The cost of this work will  

be borne by the racecourse trustees from the grant given  

by the Victoria Amateur Turf Club for the maintenance  

of the ground. An area of approximately four acres on  

the south of the new park area will be made available  

for recreation purposes. 

 

It is also stipulated that additional openings be made in  

the fence enclosing the racecourse to give access to the  

ground.   These gates are to be made available to the  

public in accordance with the terms, of the Crown grant.  

The gates on the inner side of the stands are to be open  

from 10 o'clock in the morning until 6 o'clock at night,  

with the exception of 18 days of the year on which racing  

is held and charges made for admittance. The Victoria Amateur Turf Club will increase its contribution 

to the trustees for the maintenance of the reserve from 800 to 1000 a-year.   

 

CAUFIELD RACECOURSE CHANGES. 

 

This, plan shows the two areas now included in the Caulfield Racecourse, and enclosed by a galvanised 

iron fence, which it, is proposed to make available to the public.   

Mr. Oman is confident that the new arrangement will give satisfaction to the Caulfield Citizens' Defence 

League, which asked for greater public facilities, in the Reserve and to the Victoria Amateur Turf Club, 

owners, trainers and others who desired the retention of the reserve for horse racing. 
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21.    MRC FOCUS ON ALTERNATE REVENUE STREAMS 
 

The Age, 13
th

 April, 2013 
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22.    SALE OF EPSOM TRAINING TRACK 
 

Kingston Historical Society 

http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/60.htm 

 

 

 

 
 

Grandstand at Epsom c1880. 

 

 

…. The closure of the Epsom Training Track is the final chapter in 

the long and rewarding history the racing industry had maintained 

within Melbourne’s southern bayside communities. The 104 acres of 

land that the course was situated on is to be redeveloped. The VRC 

made the decision to close the complex as they considered the cost of 

training there was more expensive than at other venues in Victoria. 

The trainers at Epsom, of whom there were over 40 in 1997, argued 

that Epsom was the best training facility in Victoria and that to 

relocate trainers and their families would jeopardise, not only the 

livelihood of the trainers, but also subsidiary industries associated 

with racing. 

 

 

 

Until its closure, Epsom was the centre of the racing community at 

Mordialloc with most trainers settled in the district. Gone are the 

evocative sounds of the horses’ hooves on the pavement throughout 

the day. Epsom was the last metropolitan track committed solely to 

training. 

 

The closure of the Epsom Training Track at Mordialloc brings to an 

end a rich and colourful era for the local racing industry. The 

significance of such a move is the adverse effect on the community 

as a whole with the loss of employment for thousands of people 

connected with the subsidiary industries to the racing industry. But 

the local district had retained a vivid heritage of memories that will 

endure for the future. ….. 

 
 

http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/60.htm
http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/img/article/60_1.jpg
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23. CAULFIELD RACECOURSE CENTRE LAYOUT PLAN

 
 Use Zoom Function to enlarge Plan 

 

 

 

 

White Fencing  - use and 

placement not shown 

 

 

Specific Areas 

 

1.  Horse Warm Up Track 

– added to centre during 

landscaping, did not exist 

prior to 2011.  Centre of 

Warm Up Track is water.  

Presented plan does not 

propose a restricted access 

designation. 

 

2.  Previously existing 

Horse Warm Up Track – 

Presented plan proposes a 

restricted access 

designation, area not 

previously restricted.  

Centre of Warm Up Track 

is solid ground. 

No rationale for restricted 

status provided. 

1 

2 
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Presented by MRC at Community Consultation - Page 2 

 

 
Use Zoom Function to enlarge Plan
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24.    CENTRE OF RACECOURSE USE & RACECOURSE PERIMETER FENCING 
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25.    GLEN EIRA – DRAFT OPEN SPACE STRATEGY EXTRACT 
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26.    LEASE NEGOTIATIONS 
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27.    THREE PURPOSES NOT EQUAL 
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28.    CENTRE WITHOUT WHITE FENCING 
 

Age, 20
th

  October, 2007 

 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/horse-racing/globetrotting-mcevoy-has-spring-on-his-

mind/2007/10/19/1192301046904.html 

 

“Globetrotting McEvoy has spring on his mind” 

 
 
KERRIN McEvoy still will be brushing off the cobwebs from another 24-hour flight when he climbs aboard Purple Moon in 

today's Caulfield Cup. As one of the most "international" of Australia's top jockeys, it is an occupational hazard. "A day or so 

and I'm ready to go," he says. 

 

The 27-year-old flew in from Britain early on Thursday and was reunited with his partner, Cathy Payne, whom he will marry 

in Melbourne in January. 

 

Today, he will ride a horse he has never saddled up before, in a field full of runners of whom he scarcely knows the recent 

form. 

 

McEvoy, Godolphin's No. 2 rider, is a star in Europe nowadays. But the famous stable based in Dubai did not send a runner 

to Australia for the spring, and as such, McEvoy is back to the old days, picking up rides when he can. 

 

It all starts with five at Caulfield today, headed by Luca Cumani's five-year-old British gelding Purple Moon. 

 

"You've got to be a bit laid-back and just ride the races, really," McEvoy says. "It's handy in a way floating in and picking up 

rides here and there because there's no real pressure. I just come back and see what happens." 

 

For McEvoy, there is no sense of expectation this time. "Don't get me wrong, I'd love to win a group 1 out there, and I'll be 

trying my hardest, but there's no real pressure on. I'm just floating in and picking up the pieces, you know." 

 

Purple Moon is a 30-1 long shot in today's $2.5 million cup over 2400 metres. A failed jumps horse, the gelding has won two 

big races in England recently, including the Ebor Handicap, Europe's richest handicap at York. 

 

McEvoy saw plenty of the horse in Europe, including in the Ebor, when Purple Moon ran past his own mount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerrin McEvoy casts an 

eye over Caulfield 

racecourse ahead of 

today's Caulfield Cup, in 

which he is to ride the 

Luca Cumani-trained 

Purple Moon. 

 

Photo: John Donegan 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/horse-racing/globetrotting-mcevoy-has-spring-on-his-mind/2007/10/19/1192301046904.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/horse-racing/globetrotting-mcevoy-has-spring-on-his-mind/2007/10/19/1192301046904.html
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29.     NEW CROWN RESERVE,   BORAN ROAD 
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