
1.  Why have you decided to stand for council? 
 
The council remains divided and healing is necessary to ensure it operates for the good of 
the community.   The first step is controlling unnecessary or exuberant expenditure so that 
rates can be reduced instead of automatically rising way in excess of inflation.    
 

2. What specific skills, abilities and experience do you believe you can offer? 
 
I am an experienced and successful businessman, and I bring that knowledge to council to 
ensure the ratepayers receive value for their money. 
 

3. In what areas do you think Glen Eira Council needs to improve and why? 
 
Councillors need to work more closely with the council officers to ensure that the needs of 
the community are more accurately translated into council policies and actions.   
 

4. What specific commitments are you prepared to make to the residents of the 
municipality? 

 
I am prepared to dedicate the time and effort required to work with my fellow councillors to 
make it happen. 
 

5. How would you improve governance issues at Glen Eira? 
 
Within one month of the election councillors and senior council officers should attend a 
weekend conference dedicated to governance issues; working together to ensure that there 
is a proper understanding of their roles and duties.  A governance officer should be 
appointed as has been recommended by the Municipal Inspectorate on three separate 
occasions but has been rejected as unnecessary by the CEO.  The governance officer should 
be freely available to privately discuss issues with councillors and with council officers. 
 

6. What is your position on the planning reform zones, structure planning and height 
limits? 

 
We should endeavour to create planning rules which are not empirical, but instead define 
what can and cannot be developed in any particular location.  We need to ensure, so far as 
is possible, that these rules are known and respected by developers, and upheld at the 
VCAT. 
 

7. What do you see as the three major concerns facing Council and the 
municipality?  What will be your approach to addressing these issues? 

 
1. Community consultation, which should be a hands-on involvement of councillors as well 

as the more formal surveys and meetings. 
2. Planning needs to be formalised such that both residents and developers can predict 

outcomes and avoid disputes, and the process needs to be streamlined to avoid costly 
delays. 



3. Recognition that council is a $130 million business existing solely for the benefit of the 
community, and councillors must look for value for each ratepayer’s dollar they spend.  
Councillors must acknowledge that this is their responsibility, and that it cannot be 
delegated to council’s officers. 

 
 
8. How would you approach the issue of increasing the amount of public open space in 

Glen Eira? 
 
Not purchasing the 7,100 sq. m. Alma Club was a disaster which must not be repeated.  We 
must seek out and grasp every opportunity to increase our public open space, including the 
very popular mini-parks on single or double blocks of land.  Development levies must be 
allocated for this purpose, and it should become a ‘first priority’ for council expenditure.  
Removal of public open space, as has happened recently at Caulfield Park. GESAC and 
Duncan MacKinnon must be stopped. 
 
 

9. If you have indicated whom you would preference, could you please explain why you 
chose those particular candidates? 

 
I have preferenced Cheryl Forge because of her business and medical background, and I 
know she has the time and dedication to devote to council matters.  I have selected Kate 
Dempsey third because of her independence (non-political alliance) and her training and 
knowledge in local government matters.   
 

10. Are you affiliated with any political party or organisation and has that party or 
organisation contributed in any way to your election campaign?  

No. 
 

11. Councillors often promise the world, but deliver very little.  How do you intend to 
adhere to you election promises? 

 
My reputation for honesty and integrity is important.   I look forward to having my present 
disputed resolved by a proper court, and under the proper rules of evidence, and in 
continuing to work for the good of the Glen Eira community. 
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