
 
 
Clover Estate is a development that has been ongoing for the past 14 years.  The developer, 
Harofam Pty Ltd, purchased the land that was formerly known as the Boral/Cyclone factory 
situated at 219-221 East Boundary Road, East Bentleigh. 
 
History of site:   
 
This site and East Bentleigh was part of the original grant of land bought by English farmer and 
brewer, Henry Dendy, in 1841 purchased 5,120 acres (20.7 square kilometers), which was 
bounded on the west by Port Phillip Bay, the North Road, East Boundary Road and South Road. 
 
This development site was formerly part of Bentleigh North, (renamed in 1949, when 
McKinnon Rd was previously called Manchester Rd). Later, the area was renamed as East 
Bentleigh.  Prior to 1949 the formerly known “Boral/Cyclone” site was zoned as residential 
land and the estate agent, T.M. Burke P/L, Collins Street, Melbourne, C1, was offering blocks of 
land for sale in the “Kinrade Estate.” At this point in time, Charles Street did not exist as the 
land in the vicinity of Charles/Ellen and Malane Streets was a swamp.   
 
 

 
 
At some stage the “Kinrade Estate” subdivision was amended with this site and the land that 
the factories that now exist in Ardena Court being rezoned for Industrial use.  The land to the 
west of Ardena Court was developed and the Boral/Cyclone factory was built.  This factory was 
a foundry producing wire and tools.  An underground tank was installed to contain 
contaminants, but it was later discovered that this tank was ruptured and contaminates were 
leaking into the soil and the underground water table.  The factory buildings contained 
asbestos materials. 
 
Harofam P/L, (the developer) having purchased the site, in November 2005, requested an 
environmental audit of the site in accordance with Council requirements for the granting of a 
planning permit. This was 12 months before the developer lodged the planning application.  
The developer must have been informed within the next 12 months, that the soil on the site 
was contaminated.  The developer would also have been aware that they would not be able to 
lodge any Environmental Audit Report or a Certificate with Glen Eira Council, showing that the 
soil on the site was not free of contaminations.  
 
The developer submitted an application (C52) to Glen Eira Council in December 2006 to amend 
the planning scheme (rezoning the land from industrial to residential). The application also 
included a Planning Permit, to develop the site with plans for 50 housing blocks, 22 two-storey 



townhouses and 8 units, totaling 80 new residences.  The local community was against this 
overdevelopment and with over 160 objections being lodged with Council.  The Councilors for 
Tucker Ward at the time were against this application, in particular, deeming it to be an “over-
development” of the site.  These three Councilors were, David Feldman, Nick Staikos and Kate 
Ashmore.  Ashmore was very critical of the proposal, stating, “Firstly, the proposed density of 
housing is excessive and secondly the traffic implications for the nearby residents of Malane, 
Ellen, Charles and other streets are unacceptable.” 
 
At the Planning Conference was held on the 14th February 2008, between Council Members, 
Glen Eira Planning Officers, representatives from the developer and more than 100 residents, 
who objected to the application.  The residents voiced their anger at this meeting but it was 
of interest, that Peter Soding, a Director of Tixxis Consulting, who was representing the 
developer, adamantly denied that the soil on the site contained any contamination.  This 
declaration would be proven to be false.  In fact, the website, “Clover Estate,” which was 
set up by the developer, to assist with the sale of the 50 housing blocks at an auction held 
on the 20th June 2010.  On this website and in printed form, the developer made the 
following claims; 
 
 “What was the Previous Use of the Site? 
The site was occupied by Cyclone Industries for approx. 50 years and operated as a flywire 
manufacturing facility 
Is there any Contamination of the Site? 
NO. An Environmental Auditor appointed under the Environment Protection Act 1970 will 
make a Statement in accordance with Part IXD of the Act that the environmental conditions 
of the land are suitable for residential use, to the satisfaction of the City of Glen Eira. A copy 
of the Statement will be provided prior to Settlement 
What are the terms of Sale? 
As per the terms and conditions of the Contract of Sale, a 10% deposit on the signing 
of the contract is payable, with the balance payable upon settlement, estimated to be 
December 2010.” 

 
The application for amending the planning scheme (C52) had been separated by Glen Eira 
Council and was approved in August 2007. 
 
In December 2007, the developer submitted another planning application to Glen Eira Council, 
amending the original planning application.  This amended planning application was for 50 
housing blocks and 10 two-storey townhouses.   Local residents lodged 126 objections to these 
revised plans.  Glen Eira Council approved the planning application and issued a permit dated 
13th March 2008.  This permit was issued with various requirements, one being that a 
Certificate of environmental audit is issued for the land; or an environmental auditor appointed 
makes a statement in accordance with the Act that the environmental conditions of the land are 
suitable for the sensitive use; to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.    
 
This Environmental Audit Report was not completed until 2nd March 2011 and was then lodged 
with council.  It is of interest that the report concluded that the site was contaminated and that 
it has been cleaned up to a certain point.  The report states; 
 
 



 

 
It should be noted that settlement for the sale of the 50 housing blocks, which was due in 
December 2010 has not occurred.  Settlement cannot proceed until all amenities, such as roads, 
power, water and drainage, have been completed.  It is now over four years since the permit 
was issued and amenities works have only just started. 
 
When, if ever, building commences on the estate, Glen Eira Council will then look at the 
implications with regard to traffic and parking in the adjoining streets.  The developer is 
required under the conditions of the permit issued to provide a bond of $50,000 to solve and 
traffic or parking problems caused by the development.  It is of interest that the cost for the 
erection of traffic lights at the intersection of Ardena Court, (which is the main exit from the 
Glen Eira Sports & Aquatic Centre car park) have been appropriated from this bond.  I guess 
there is nothing left of the bond to fix the traffic and parking problems that will arise from this 
development.  


