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Judgement day 
 

Across Victoria, Local government is under threat.  

 

There are problems with council administrations, councillor conduct, 

governance, lack of transparency. There are back-room deals, back-room 

bullying, back-room arm twisting. 

 

Today, at Heidelberg Court, is one ‘judgment day’ for local government.  

 

Today, one councillor, who has been caught up in vicious political in-fighting 

at Nillumbuk council, will find out whether her case against charges of 

conflict of interest has been successful.  The Court will bring down its 

judgment this afternoon.  (We resist the temptation to elaborate just now on 

this matter, largely because it is still technically before the court). We will 

comment later on this critically important case. 

 

The Law vs. Politics 
 
Where does the law end, and politics begin?  
 

Today at Glen Eira meetings, we see a steady stream of councillors entering 

and leaving the room, all declaring some supposed conflict of interest. It is 

absurd. Councillors are told, ‘if you think there is a possibilty you may have 

an interest, best be safe and not participate’.  It is just a device to get 

troublesome councillors out of the way.   

 

Once, we were able look to our local councils for leadership, for help, for 

vision. Now, all we seem to get is bumbling administrations, fudging 

councillors and ever more desperate communities.  There are rumblings from 

councils all over Victoria: from Darebin, Hobsons Bay, Manningham, Casey, 

Nillimbuk, Ararat, and of course, Glen Eira.  



 

At Manningham Council, there is said to be a ‘toxic environment’, with one 

councillor unable (or perhaps afraid?) to come to council meetings. After 

attending only one meeting this year, the councillor has thrown in the towel. 

It’s all just too hard.       

 

At Ararat Council there have been ‘serious governance failings’.  

 

At Niullimbuk Council one councillor is fighting her council over a 

councillors right to have natural justice.  

 

At Glen Eira Council, as we all know, there are back-room deals, and even 

manipulation of councillors, culminating recently in the shameful ‘racecourse 

committee’ affair, where just four councillors purported to represent the 

whole 130,000 person Glen Eira community – by the rather devious stratagem 

of removing the other five councillors from the decision making process. 

(They supposedly had conflicts of interest).  

 

What to do? 
The ultimate solution is of course, for the Minister, and the State Government, 

to drastically overhaul the Local Government Act.  The Minister must step up 

to the plate. Reform is vital. The Minister must clear up the mess.  The buck 

must stop at the Ministers desk.   

 

More about all this later. 
 

 

NOTE:  Our new email address is geresidents@hotmail.com For more detailed information 

on issues, go to  geresidents.wordpress.com             (Don Dunstan, President) 
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